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On July 8, 2022, the Monterey/Lankaran Friendship 
Association concluded a 2-week English summer school 
in Lankaran, Azerbaijan, in collaboration with Lankaran 
State University (LSU). Thirty participants completed the 
program and received certificates, including teachers 
and students from neighboring cities. 

Before the commencement of the program, Ms. Nancy 
Selfridge and Ms. Shafag Mehraliyeva, co-chairs of the 
association, paid a courtesy visit to Natig Ibrahimov, 
Rector of Lankaran State University. He commended the 
delegation?s efforts to boost the English language 
literacy level in the region. Ms. Selfridge expressed her 
gratitude for the opportunity to engage with the 
community and pledged her commitment to develop 
more projects between the city of Monterey and LSU.  

The classes were held at the ?American Center? of the 
university established by the US Embassy in April 2022, 
as well as a ?Monterey Corner? where locals can learn 
about the culture and history of Monterey, California. 
Lankaran teachers and students took advantage of the 
summer school to increase their English communication 
skills. 

Participants displayed an eagerness to learn and 
improve their English writing and speaking skills during 
the interactive sessions. They grew in confidence and 
became more vocal by implementing public speaking 
techniques.
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A few of the summer school participants with Instructor Ms. Nancy Selfridge

CITY FOCUS - Summer 2022 27 monterey.org/sistercities



CULTURE CORNER

The summer school coincided with the 30th Anniversary 
of the United States and Azerbaijan diplomatic relations 
established in 1992. To commemorate this landmark 
event and the US Independence Day, LSU organized a 
musical concert with performances by the faculty and 
students from the Social Agrarian-Technological College 
of Lankaran. This was the first time the 4th of July had 
been celebrated in Lankaran.

At the closing ceremony of the summer school, Rector 
Natig Ibrahimov congratulated the participants for their 
commitment and involvement during the program. He 
also applauded the program as a success and 
encouraged the Monterey/Lankaran Friendship 
Association to build on the success of the summer 
school and create avenues for further collaboration with 
the university and the region.

cont inued ...

Professor Natig Ibrahimov, Rector of Lankaran State 
University and Ms. Nancy Selfridge, Instructor and Former 

Councilmember, City of Monterey 
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Students enjoying cake at the graduation ceremony.

Article author James Ezimoha 
at the tea shop with the owner.


